
From: Peaceman, Karen
To: Monsen, Dawn M.
Cc: Nightingale, Elizabeth; McIntyre, Cheryl
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan
Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2014 2:57:48 PM
Attachments: Alreco ARAR Request.pdf

Alreco ARARs Response.pdf
Alreco-Reid Gp Response Ltr.pdf
mdeq referral AR 28 pages.pdf

Dawn,
 
In response to your request:
 

·         The complete Baseline Environmental Assessment, submitted by AARES dated May 27,
 1997.  The copy provided was missing a number of pages and the enclosures.  The pdf of the
 BEA that I sent you was the entire electronic file I received from MDEQ.  I will reach out to
 them to see if they have additional pages.

·         From Attachment 2 to EPA’s Action Memorandum, complete copies of the following
 Administrative Record numbers:

o   10 - 3/31/14 - MDEQ Initial Referral Email Chain, 28 pages  --I believe I have already
 forward this to you, but I am attaching it again to be sure.

o   12 - 4/17/14 - Letter re Violation Notice re 900 Alreco Property – Attached.
o   13 - 6/9/14 - Site Assessment Report for the Alreco Metals Site, 1111 pages.  The copy

 provided was incomplete. I have already sent the Site Assessment report minus the
 lab analysis files.  If you want the lab analysis, it is too big to send electronically and I
 don’t believe I can send that outside the FOIA (fee) process.

o   15 - 7/14/14 - Letter re US EPA Request to Identify ARARs for the Alreco Site. 
 Attached.

o   16 - 7/14/14 - Letter re: ARARs identified by MDEQ  Attached.
 
Please let me know if you would like to set up a time to discuss this matter further. 
 
Karen L. Peaceman
Associate Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Blvd., Mail Code C-14J
Chicago, IL 60604
312-353-5751
 

From: Monsen, Dawn M. [mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2014 11:19 AM
To: Peaceman, Karen
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan
 
Karen,
 

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c87e5eb7f6ca4894a9ab130b3351c39d-KPeaceme
mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com
mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov
mailto:mcintyre.cheryl@epa.gov



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 


9311 GROH ROAD 
GROSSE ILE, MI  48138 


 
 
 


July 7, 2014 


 


Michael Baranoski 


Environmental Quality Analyst 


Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 


Remediation Division 


Kalamazoo District Office 


7953 Adobe Road 


Kalamazoo, MI  49009 


 


Mr. Baranoski: 


 


This letter requests that the Michigan department of Environmental Quality identify all Applicable, 


Relevant, and Appropriate Requirements (ARARs) for a proposed removal action to take place at 


the Alreco metals site (site) located at 900 Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Berrien County, MI 


49022.  Any State ARARs identified in a timely manner for this removal action will be complied 


with to the extent practicable. 


 


The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to fund a time-critical 


removal action to remove hazardous substances from the site.  Laboratory analysis of samples 


collected during the site investigation indicates that hazardous substances exist at the site in an 


uncontrolled manner. Upon approval of an Action Memorandum, EPA plans to characterize, 


consolidate and properly dispose of these wastes.   


 


Federal ARARs for this site primarily include the provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental 


Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) 101 (14), CERCLA 121 (d)(3), 40 CFR 


262.11, 40 CFR 300.440, and 40 CFR 300.415 (2). Some of the wastes being dealt with are RCRA 


characteristic wastes, and they will be handled accordingly.  Wastes will be transported to and 


disposed of at an acceptable treatment, storage, and disposal facility pursuant to the EPA Off-Site 


Rule. 


 


If you have any questions regarding this request, or require more detailed information concerning 


the site, please contact me at (734) 770-8402.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
 


Betsy Nightingale 


U.S. EPA, On-Scene Coordinator 


 


cc: File 






























Nightingale, Elizabeth 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 


Ballo, Frank (DEQ) [BALLOF@michigan.gov] 
Monday, March 31,201410:07 AM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Clements, Mindy; Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Bennett, Bree (DEQ) 
RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Thanks, Betsy. The company is no longer operating on the property, so our previous contact information no longer 
works. We have an old cell phone number for the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, of 616-299-8904. I've called the 
number and left messages, but haven't received a call back. Mike Baranoski (269-567-3524, baranoskim@michigan.gov) 
is our project manager for this. 


At this point we'd like to refer it to EPA. Give Mike a call to see to see if the two of you can schedule a site visit, and in 
the interim we'll see if we can glean any additional information on the company/principal. 


Thanks again, and contact Mike or me if you have any questions. 


--Frank 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:46 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Clements, Mindy 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Hi Frank, 


We can absolutely take a look at it. Is it at the point where you would like to refer it to EPA, and have us do an 
assessment, or are you still looking into options? I'm in Ohio this week, but will be around some of next week and the 
following week if you would like to schedule a site visit. 


Do you happen to have a phone number for the current owner or their attorney? 


My cell is 734-770-8402. 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 4:16 PM 
To: Clements, Mindy; Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
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Cc: Edwards, Tricia; Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: Fw: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Thanks Frank, as much as I'd love to do another site right now, I won't get any assigned to me until EPA is done 


at the Enbridge site in Marshall and Kalamazoo, hopefully this fall. I am forwarding this to my supervisor so she 


can assign it and cc'in a couple coworkers who I know don't have as many sites as others in our office. Thanks 


and feel free to call me or Mindy with questions. 


Thanks for the referral. 


Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network. 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) <BALLOF@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Cc: Wagner, Robert (DEQ); Erickson, Susan (DEQ); Eagle, Dennis (DEQ) 
Subject: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Good morning, Jeff, hope you're doing well. 


We have a site that was a former secondary aluminum processor called Alreco Metals, Site ID 11000336 (aka Tobian 
Metals, aka Ace Companies, aka Harbor Light Metals), 900 Alreco Drive, Benton Harbor, Berrien County. Tax records 
indicate the current property owner is the Reid Group, LLC, P.O. Box 8711, Grand Rapids, Ml 49518. Our understanding 
is the company has either gone through or is going through bankruptcy, and recently someone has been 
salvaging/demolishing the building. A recent site visit by one of our Air Quality Division staff documented the current 
state of the building and confirmed large piles of gray aluminum dross now exposed to the elements and the 
environment (attached). The site is immediately adjacent to wetlands and approximately 200 feet from the Paw Paw 
River (Google link below). Given the potential nature of dross (Alcoa link below), we're understandably concerned. 


We're still gathering information on the situation and haven't been in contact with a company representative, but I 
thought I'd contact you to see if this is something EPA might take a look at. 


Thanks very much, and let me know if you've got questions or need additional information. 


Frank 


Frank Ballo, District Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025 


Phone: 269-567-3531 
Fax: 269-567-9440 
Email: bal/of@michiqan.gov 


https:Umaps.google.com/maps?q-900+alreco+drive.+benton+harbor+mi&hl=en&geocode=+&hnear=900+Aireco+Rd,+B 
enton+Harbor.+Michigan+49022&t=h&z=16 


http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/environment/msds view.asp?LoadMSDS=184498 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 


From: 
Sent: 


Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Monday, March 31, 2014 12:04 PM 


To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian 


Metals, Alreco Metals) 
Attachments: Aco Co LLC Post-Inspection Repor\_163577 _v1.doc; Ace Co LLC Compliance 


Communication_163584_v2.doc 


.J{i 'Eflzahetli, :frank 'Ba[[o just yut me in contact witli tlie yroyerty 
owner. .J{e c{aims lie wi[[ acfcfress tlie dYoss on site ana I y[an on 
meeting liim on site tomorrow to dlscuss liis intentions. I wi[[ get 
contact information from liim wlien I meet liim, ana lioyefu[[y liis 
intentions to cfean uy tliis mess wi[[ he acceytaiJ[e. I wi[[ fet you know 
wliat I fine{ out. 


'Best regardS ana we ayyreciate you quick rey[y to tliis. VVe were not 
sure tliat we cou[c{ fincf a contact for tliis site. I y[an to use a yotentia[ 
'ET .Jl resyonse ana cost recovery as a fever to encourage a rayicf 
resyonse IJy tlie yroyerty owner. 


:Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX {269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:44 AM 
To: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Cc: 'Hohm, Janelle (DEQ)' 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling {Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


.J{i :Matt, I syoke witli :Mr. 'Reic[, tlie yroyerty owner tliis morning ana 
y[an to meet liim on site tomorrow. .J{e state a tliat tlie IJui[dlng fiac{ 
co[[aysecf (lienee tlie cfemofltion you saw) ana tliat lie tliinks lie can liave 
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tfie dross recydecf, but fie needS to make arrangements to fiau[ tfiis stuff 
and bring equiyment to tfie site. 


J{e y[ans to coYer tfie dross witfi tarys to yreyent it from becoming 
airborne and to yre11ent rainwater from soaking it. 'Do you see any 
yrohfems witfi tfiis in tfie sfiort term? Tfianks mucfi, :Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:32 AM 
To: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ); Deskins, Matthew (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


We received a call back from the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, and Mike Baranoski scheduled a meeting with 
him at the site tomorrow. Mike, note the WRD issues below and attached. This may end up being a multi-media 
response, Mike will be following up with the other divisions. We still have EPA in our back pocket if Reid cannot/will not 
mount a timely response. 


From: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:22 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


I am looking through the file and records in NMS to try to figure out if the site has storm sewers. The common theme 
among all of the inspection reports is that "the facility site map needs to include more detail regarding the storm water 
flow throughout the site and the outfalls which will receive storm water from various areas of the site." 


There was definitely a discharge from the site to waters ofthe state. In 2007, the certified operator responded (to Steve 
Lewis' letter) that he was amending the facility site map, with a date of completion of May 18, 2007. It looks like this 
revised map was never submitted to DEQ. When the site was inspected again by Bob Spagnoli in 2010, the certified 
operator had left, and all of the files were gone. 


There is a map in DEQ's file, which does not include catch basins or storm water flows. There are some hand markings, 
which appear to be Bob's. I'm giving the file to Bob, and hopefully he can shed some light on this. There were exposure 
issues at the time of Bob's inspection, and a letter and report were sent. The company never responded. I will forward 
those documents in a separate e-mail, directly from NMS. 
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The industrial storm water permit expired on Aprill, 2013. I called the company last year to follow up, and the call did 
not go through. Since it appeared the facility had ceased operations and would therefore no longer need an ISW permit, 
DEQ had not followed up further. 


From the photos, this looks like an urgent situation. DEQ should have followed up further back in 2010, although at that 
point the worst issues were inside the buildings (which were already in disrepair), not the outside exposures to storm 
waters. I remember Bob showing me the photos and discussing this with me, but I can't remember what happened 
afterwards (e.g. if we informed someone in Waste or RRD). 


Photos from inspections are in NMS, designated name is Ace Co LLC. 


Janelle Hohm 
Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
269-567-3581 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 9:04AM 
To: Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 
Importance: High 


Good morning, WRD! I'm wondering if you know whether this facility, which looks like it's immediately adjacent to 
wetlands and about 200 feet from the Paw Paw River, has storm sewer(s)? 


From: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:41AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Venechuk, Katie (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ) 
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Cc: Douglas, Mary (DEQ) 
Subject: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals) 


Hi Everyone, 


I was out in the field yesterday and went by an old facility of mine (Ace Companies d.b.a. Harbor Light Metals) 
that I use to inspect but has been closed since June of 2010. I noticed that someone has been doing building 
demolition and scrapping activities. The facility/location has always processed Secondary Aluminum and is 
located at 900 Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Berrien County and at one time was Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals, 
etc. I don't know the current ownership situation because they've been going through bankruptcy 
proceedings for a number of years but it was last owned by a man named Dorie Reid. No one was at the site 
during my visit but the neighbor across the road (Padnos Iron and Metal Recycling) said that Randy's Recycling 
had been recycling some material and that RJ Torching has been in there most recent. My main concern, 
besides potential asbestos notification issues, is all the leftover aluminum dross waste that is currently in 
concrete bins. By demolishing the building around them, the dross is now exposed to the elements which is 
why I wanted to make you guys aware of it. Frank and Mike, you may recall that Ace Companies received 
various brownfield monies/ grants to clean up the previous owners aluminum dross waste prior to them 
starting the plant up again. I think that was around 2005 and Prism was their consultant. I've attached some 
photos and please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks all. 


Matt Deskins 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Air Quality Division 
Ml Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
tel.: 269-567-3542; fax: 269-567-9440 
e-mail: deskinsm@michigan.gov 


DE iii Department of Environmental Qu~fif~k~-
'" c'if!&Ji!J 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


Attachments: 


Jfi 'Betsy, 


Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Tuesday, April 01, 2014 4:39 PM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian 
Metals, Alreco Metals) 
Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (11 ).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (2).JPG; Aleris 
Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (3).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (4).JPG; Aleris Benton 
Harbor 4-1-2014 (5).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (6).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 
4-1-2014 (7).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor4-1-2014 (8).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor4-1-2014 
(9).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (10).JPG 


I insyectec£ tlie site ana met witli tlie yroyerty owner, :Mr. R.eic£, tliis 
afternoon. :Mr. R.eic£ yroyoses to y{ace tarys over tlie asli yiCes (more asli 
tfian c£ross) after lie syecia{ orders tlie {arge tarys lie wi{{ neec£ 
(fioyefu{{y, 6-8 weeks?). J{e y{ans to remove tlie asfi Ey tlie enc£ of 
summer. Tliere are a variety of otfier issues associatec£ witfi tliis 
yroyerty. I liave attacliec£ a flnk. to some yictures taken at tfie site 
recent{y. 


I am going to discuss tfiis issue witfi tfie division suyervisors as tfiere are 
questions as to wfietlier :Mr. R.eic£ lias tlie resources to take care of tlie 
yroh{ems and resyonc£ to tliis yrofJCem in a time{y manner. 


I exyect tfiat 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 12:07 PM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


Ok- sounds good. Please just let me know if you need any help from us. 
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Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 12:04 PM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


3fi Efizaf:Jetli, :frank 'Ba{{o just yut me in contact witli tlie yroyerty 
owner. J{e c{aimslie wi{{ address tlie dross on site and I y{an on 
meeting liim on site tomorrow to discuss liis intentions. I wi{{ get 
contact information from liim wlien I meet liim, and lioyefu{{y liis 
intentions to cfean uy tliis mess wi{{ be acceytaf:J{e. I wi{{ {et you know 
wliat I find out. 


'Best regards and we ayyreciate you quick rey{y to tliis. We were not 
sure tliat we cou{d find a contact for tliis site. I y{an to use a yotentia{ 
'.EP 5I. resyonse and cost recovery as a fever to encourage a rayid 
resyonse f:Jy tlie yroyerty owner. 


:Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
l<alamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX {269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:44 AM 
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To: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Cc: 'Hohm, Janelle (DEQ)' 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


J-{i .Matt, I syoke witfi .Mr. 'Reid, tfie yroyerty owner tfiis morning and 
y{an to meet fiim on site tomorrow. J-{e stated tfiat tfie hui{ding fiad 
co{{aysed (lienee tfie demoution you saw) and tfiat fie tfiinks fie can fiaye 
tfie dross recyc(ed, hut fie needS to make arrangements to fiau{ tfiis stuff 
and bring equipment to tfie site. 


J-{e y{ans to coYer tfie dross witfi tarys to yreYent it from becoming 
airborne and to yreYent rainwater from soaking it. 'Do you see any 
yroh{ems witfi tfiis in tfie sfiort term? Tfianks mucfi, .Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Ado be Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269}567-3524 
FAX (269}567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:32 AM 
To: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ); Deskins, Matthew (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


We received a call back from the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, and Mike Baranoski scheduled a meeting with 
him at the site tomorrow. Mike, note the WRD issues below and attached. This may end up being a multi-media 
response, Mike will be following up with the other divisions. We still have EPA in our back pocket if Reid cannot/will not 
mount a timely response. 


From: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:22 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 


I am looking through the file and records in NMS to try to figure out if the site has storm sewers. The common theme 
among all of the inspection reports is that "the facility site map needs to include more detail regarding the storm water 
flow throughout the site and the outfalls which will receive storm water from various areas of the site." 
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There was definitely a discharge from the site to waters ofthe state. In 2007, the certified operator responded (to Steve 
Lewis' letter) that he was amending the facility site map, with a date of completion of May 18, 2007. It looks like this 
revised map was never submitted to DEQ. When the site was inspected again by Bob Spagnoli in 2010, the certified 
operator had left, and all of the files were gone. 


There is a map in DEQ's file, which does not include catch basins or storm water flows. There are some hand markings, 
which appear to be Bob's. I'm giving the file to Bob, and hopefully he can shed some light on this. There were exposure 
issues at the time of Bob's inspection, and a letter and report were sent. The company never responded. I will forward 
those documents in a separate e-mail, directly from NMS. 


The industrial storm water permit expired on April1, 2013. I called the company last year to follow up, and the call did 
not go through. Since it appeared the facility had ceased operations and would therefore no longer need an ISW permit, 
DEQ had not followed up further. 


From the photos, this looks like an urgent situation. DEQ should have followed up further back in 2010, although at that 
point the worst issues were inside the buildings (which were already in disrepair), not the outside exposures to storm 
waters. I remember Bob showing me the photos and discussing this with me, but I can't remember what happened 
afterwards (e.g. if we informed someone in Waste or RRD). 


Photos from inspections are in NMS, designated name is Ace Co LLC. 


Janelle Hohm 
Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
269-567-3581 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 9:04AM 
To: Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 
Importance: High 


Good morning, WRD! I'm wondering if you know whether this facility, which looks like it's immediately adjacent to 
wetlands and about 200 feet from the Paw Paw River, has storm sewer(s)? 
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From: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:41AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Venechuk, Katie (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ) 
Cc: Douglas, Mary (DEQ) 
Subject: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals) 


Hi Everyone, 


I was out in the field yesterday and went by an old facility of mine (Ace Companies d.b.a. Harbor Light Metals) 
that I use to inspect but has been closed since June of 2010. I noticed that someone has been doing building 
demolition and scrapping activities. The facility/location has always processed Secondary Aluminum and is 
located at goo Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Berrien County and at one time was Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals, 
etc. I don't know the current ownership situation because they've been going through bankruptcy 
proceedings for a number of years but it was last owned by a man named Dorie Reid. No one was at the site 
during my visit but the neighbor across the road (Pad nos Iron and Metal Recycling) said that Randy's Recycling 
had been recycling some material and that RJ Torching has been in there most recent. My main concern, 
besides potential asbestos notification issues, is all the leftover aluminum dross waste that is currently in 
concrete bins. By demolishing the building around them, the dross is now exposed to the elements which is 
why I wanted to make you guys aware of it. Frank and Mike, you may recall that Ace Companies received 
various brownfield monies/ grants to clean up the previous owners aluminum dross waste prior to them 
starting the plant up again. I think that was around 2005 and Prism was their consultant. I've attached some 
photos and please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks all. 


Matt Deskins 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Air Quality Division 
Ml Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
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Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
tel.: 269-567-3542; fax: 269-567-9440 
e-mail: deskinsm@michigan.gov 


"¥"'\''~Y),'JP!ii ~ 


D £iii Department of Environmental ~u~iiJI. 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 


Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Monday, April21, 2014 3:53PM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Heywood, David (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 
Alreco-Reid Gp Response Ltr.pdf; Alreco Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (1).JPG; Alreco Benton 
Harbor 4-1-2014 (2).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (11 ).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor 
4-1-2014 (4).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor4-1-2014 (?).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor4-1-2014 
(8).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (1 O).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (2).JPG 


J.fi 'Betsy, attached is a coyy of tfie rey(y fetter we received from Mr. 
1Jorie Reid, tfie facifity owner, a(ong with some of tfie yictures I took. on 
a site inspection we dld at tfie beginning of tfie month. Mr. Reid 
yroyoses to attemyt to attain financing to conduct tfie deanuy of tfie 
asfi yifes (about a 200 X So feet area about 8 feet fiigfi), many Gags of 
Gag house waste stored in a crum&fing structure, and various drums, 
waste yifes and misce((aneous debris scattered across tfie yroyerty. Tfie 
site is adjacent to tfie f(oodj£ain of tfie Paw Paw 'River. 


Mr. 'Reid yro_poses to secure the asfi from becoming windborne with 
tarys (yet to Ge ordered) and to secure two of tfie many drains on tfie 
site. 'Because it is uncfear that Mr. 'Reid wi(( actua((y Ge aG(e to obtain 
financing to conduct cfeanuy Gy SeytemGer and if fie is unaG(e to do so, 
this waste wi(( remain in y(ace unti( at (east next year, I think. that a 
more time(y response is yroGaG(y warranted to address tfie waste store a 
fiere before it is either /J(own or washed onto tfie f(oodj£ain. 


I wou(d fik.e to invite you to conduct a site inspection and wou(d Ge 
fiayyy to meet you on site at your earfiest convenience. Contact 
information for tfie yroyerty owner is inc(uded Ge(ow. I ayyreciate 
your assistance in this matter. 'Best regardS, Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone {269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
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Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:48 AM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: Alreco Metals 


Hi Mike, 


When would be a good time for you to schedule a site visit? Next week Monday and Tuesday are open for me. The 
following week M-W are best for me. 


I need to try and get a federal access agreement signed by the landowner- so I'll look into that too. If you do uncover 
any landowner contact info if you wouldn't mind forwarding that I'd appreciate it. 


Thanks! 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) [mailto:BALLOF@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 10:07 AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Cc: Clements, Mindy; Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Bennett, Bree (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Thanks, Betsy. The company is no longer operating on the property, so our previous contact information no longer 
works. We have an old cell phone number for the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, of 616-299-8904. I've called the 
number and left messages, but haven't received a call back. Mike Baranoski (269-567-3524, baranoskim@michigan.gov) 
is our project manager for this. 


At this point we'd like to refer it to EPA. Give Mike a call to see to see if the two of you can schedule a site visit, and in 
the interim we'll see if we can glean any additional information on the company/principal. 


Thanks again, and contact Mike or me if you have any questions. 


--Frank 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:46 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
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Cc: Clements, Mindy 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Hi Frank, 


We can absolutely take a look at it. Is it at the point where you would like to refer it to EPA, and have us do an 
assessment, or are you still looking into options? I'm in Ohio this week, but will be around some of next week and the 
following week if you would like to schedule a site visit. 


Do you happen to have a phone number for the current owner or their attorney? 


My cell is 734-770-8402. 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734·692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@lepa.gov 


From: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 4:16 PM 
To: Clements, Mindy; Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Edwards, Tricia; Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: Fw: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Thanks Frank, as much as I'd love to do another site right now, I won't get any assigned to me until EPA is done 


at the Enbridge site in Marshall and Kalamazoo, hopefully this fall. I am forwarding this to my supervisor so she 


can assign it and cc'in a couple coworkers who I know don't have as many sites as others in our office. Thanks 


and feel free to call me or Mindy with questions. 


Thanks for the referral. 


Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G L TE network . 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) <BALLOF@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Cc: Wagner, Robert (DEQ); Erickson, Susan (DEQ); Eagle, Dennis (DEQ) 
Subject: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Good morning, Jeff, hope you're doing well. 


........................................................................... 


We have a site that was a former secondary aluminum processor called Alreco Metals, Site ID 11000336 (aka Tobian 
Metals, aka Ace Companies, aka Harbor Light Metals), 900 Alreco Drive, Benton Harbor, Berrien County. Tax records 
indicate the current property owner is the Reid Group, LLC, P.O. Box 8711, Grand Rapids, Ml 49518. Our understanding 
is the company has either gone through or is going through bankruptcy, and recently someone has been 
salvaging/demolishing the building. A recent site visit by one of our Air Quality Division staff documented the current 
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state of the building and confirmed large piles of gray aluminum dross now exposed to the elements and the 
environment (attached). The site is immediately adjacent to wetlands and approximately 200 feet from the Paw Paw 
River (Google link below). Given the potential nature of dross (Alcoa link below), we're understandably concerned. 


We're still gathering information on the situation and haven't been in contact with a company representative, but I 
thought I'd contact you to see if this is something EPA might take a look at. 


Thanks very much, and let me know if you've got questions or need additional information. 


Frank 


Frank Ballo, District Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025 


Phone: 269-567-3531 
Fax: 269-567-9440 
Email: ballof@michiqan.gov 


https:/(maps.google.com/maps?g-900+alreco+drive.+benton+harbor+mi&hl-en&geocode-+&hnear-900+Aireco+Rd.+B 
enton+Harbor.+Michigan+49022&t=h&z=16 


http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/environment/msds view.asp?LoadMSDS-184498 


4 







Nightingale, Elizabeth 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Tuesday, April22, 2014 2:41 PM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 


J-fere is a fltt{e site liistory for you from tlie M1YEQ database: 


This site was an aluminum smelting facility from 1965 to 1981. Secondary (recycled) 
aluminum smelting was conducted on the property from 1981-2001. In 1981, the Berrien 
County Circuit Court issued a consent order for site cleanup. 


This plant was purchased by Reynolds Metals Company from Michigan Standard Alloys in 
1981. It was refurbished for the reclamation of aluminum for the die cast industry in 
1982 under the name ALRECO, a division of Reynolds Aluminum. 


In 1983 Alreco conducted the removal of large amounts of aluminum dross disposed of 
along the Paw Paw River and restored the banks as part of the court-ordered response. 
Response activities were completed by 1988. 


Tobian Metals acquired the property in 1997 and operated the smelter until2001. 


Several above ground petroleum storage tanks (250,000 gallon fuel oil, 2-500 gallon 
diesel, 1-500 gallongasoline) were reported as abandoned containers in 1999 as part of a 
BEA and the prospective owner was to abandon these tanks. A release of petroleum to 
site soils was reported. The tanks were not abandoned. 


An APC (approved partial closure) was approved for the site in 2001 in response to Part 
201 issues at the site. 


The Berrien County Brownfield Authority conducted a cleanup and due care response in 
2005 that included the removal of dross, bag house dust, and an oil-water separator and 
drains, abandoned containers, and contaminated soils. It also repaired/replaced concrete 
and asphalt in the manufacturing building in preparation for redevelopment by Ace 
Companies, LLC. 


Ace Companies, LLC (Harbor Light Metals) acquired the property and submitted a Notice 
of (contaminant) Migration as part of a BEA for the property in 2005. Permitting 
requirements of the AQD and WQD were not met by the owner between this time and 
2010. 
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Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 2:28 PM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 


Huh -Interesting. Thanks for the background. It'll be interesting to see what is out there. 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse !le, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michiqan.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 10:50 AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 


J{i Betsy, tliis materia{ was most{y asfi. Tfiere were "fja{es" of Gag fiouse 
dust stored in one Gui{dlng and exyosed Gags of wfiite yowaer outsic{e of 
anotfier Gui{dlng. Tfie yroyerty owner reyorted tfiat most of tfie dross 
fie generated was safvaged Gy scrayyers. Tfiere is quite a Git of &rick, 
concrete and iron mixed in tfie asfi. .A.yyarent{y, tfie furnaces were 
removed for scray vafue to sett{e tfie Gankruytcy. 


'Reyno{c{s .JJ..{uminum ( oyerating unaer tfie .A.{reco name) acquired tfie 
site in 1981 from Micfiigan Standard .A.{{oys and'Reyno{c{s dld a c{eanuy 
of tfie site in tfie 198o's tfiat induc{ed dross and otfier materia[ .A. new 
owner I oyer at or, To &ian MetaCs, re-contaminated tfie site after 1997 
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witli dross before tliey dedared bankruytcy in 2001. 'Tiiis was cfeaned 
uy using state brownfie{d funding for tlie yresent owner. 


So tlie site lias been deaned uy yrevious{y by 'Reyno{ds and tlie state 
brownfie{d autliority. Strike tliree is before us. 


'Best regards, :Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, M I 49009 
Phone (269}567-3524 
FAX (269}567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightinqale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 9:08AM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 


Hi Mike- Want to say 130 at the site this Thursday? I'll confirm with the landowner. Do you have a sense of how much 
dross is on site vs ash, or have any more info about their historical operations? Is the stuff from ALCOA (initial email 
below) what we are pretty sure is onsite? I just want to try and do our best to set ourselves up to sample it safely. 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michiqan.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 8:18AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Cc: Heywood, David (DEQ); Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 
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.Jfi 'Betsy, I am avai{a/J[e Thursday after 1300 .Jfrs. and wou{d he liayyy 
to meet you on site. 'We did not co{fect samyfes at tlie time I was out 
tliere as tlie materia{ reyorted{y stored tliere was dross instead of asli . 
.And fike tliis in.pection, we did it on rattier sliort notice. 


If Thursday afternoon does not work for you, I wi{{ he avai{a/J[e any 
day next week. 'Best regardS, :Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 4:31 PM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Cc: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Heywood, David (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 


Hi Mike -I just called Mr. Reid to request that he sign an EPA access agreement, and he said he would prefer to meet us 
on site. Would this Thursday work for DEQ for a site walk with him? I probably will need to come back again then 
afterwards to collect samples -I don't think I'll be able get that all arranged by Thursday -I can try though. Did DEQ 
ever collect any samples of the piles or any of the other waste/materials of concern? If you did, if you could forward the 
results of those too, I'd appreciate it. 


Thanks, 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734·770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 3:53 PM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
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Cc: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Heywood, David (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 


J-fi Betsy, attached is a coyy of tfie reyfy fetter we received from :Mr. 
1Jorie 'Reid, tlie facifity owner, a[ong with some of the yictures I took on 
a site insyection we did at the beginning of the month. :Mr. 'Reid 
yroyoses to attemyt to attain financing to conduct the deanuy of the 
ash yi{es (a/Jout a 200 X So feet area about 8 feet high), many bags of 
/Jag house waste stand in a crum/Jang structure, and various dYums, 
waste yi[es and misce[[aneous de!Jris scattered across the yroyerty. The 
site is a4Jacent to tlie f[oodjp[ain of the 'Paw 'Paw 'River. 


:Mr. 'Reid yroyoses to secure the asfi from /Jecoming windborne with 
tarys (yet to /Je ordered) and to secure two of the many drains on the 
site. Because it is uncfear tliat :Mr. 'Reid wi[[ actua[[y be ab[e to obtain 
financing to conduct c[eanuy by Seytember and if lie is unab{e to do so, 
this waste wi{[ remain in y[ace unti[ at [east next year, I think that a 
more time{y resyonse is yrobab[y warranted to address the waste stored 
here /Jefore it is either b[own or washed onto the f[oodjp[ain. 


I wou[d ake to invite you to conduct a site inspection and wou[d be 
hayyy to meet you on site at your earaest convenience. Contact 
information for the yroyerty owner is inc[uded /Je[ow. I ayyreciate 
your assistance in this matter. Best regards, :Mike 


Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX {269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:niqhtingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:48 AM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: Alreco Metals 


Hi Mike, 
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When would be a good time for you to schedule a site visit? Next week Monday and Tuesday are open for me. The 
following week M-W are best for me. 


I need to try and get a federal access agreement signed by the landowner- so I'll look into that too. If you do uncover 
any landowner contact info if you wouldn't mind forwarding that I'd appreciate it. 


Thanks! 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) [mailto:BALLOF@michiqan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 10:07 AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Cc: Clements, Mindy; Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Bennett, Bree (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Thanks, Betsy. The company is no longer operating on the property, so our previous contact information no longer 
works. We have an old cell phone number for the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, of 616-299-8904. I've called the 
number and left messages, but haven't received a call back. Mike Baranoski (269-567-3524, baranoskim@michigan.gov) 
is our project manager for this. 


At this point we'd like to refer it to EPA. Give Mike a call to see to see ifthe two of you can schedule a site visit, and in 
the interim we'll see if we can glean any additional information on the company/principal. 


Thanks again, and contact Mike or me if you have any questions. 


--Frank 


From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:niqhtinqale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:46 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Clements, Mindy 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Hi Frank, 


We can absolutely take a look at it. Is it at the point where you would like to refer it to EPA, and have us do an 
assessment, or are you still looking into options? I'm in Ohio this week, but will be around some of next week and the 
following week if you would like to schedule a site visit. 


Do you happen to have a phone number for the current owner or their attorney? 
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My cell is 734-770-8402. 


Betsy 


Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 


office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 


From: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 4:16PM 
To: Clements, Mindy; Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Edwards, Tricia; Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: Fw: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Thanks Frank, as much as I'd love to do another site right now, I won't get any assigned to me until EPA is done 


at the En bridge site in Marshall and Kalamazoo, hopefully this fall. I am forwarding this to my supervisor so she 


can assign it and cc'in a couple coworkers who I know don't have as many sites as others in our office. Thanks 


and feel free to call me or Mindy with questions. 


Thanks for the referral. 


Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network. 


From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) <BALLOF@michiqan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Cc: Wagner, Robert (DEQ); Erickson, Susan (DEQ); Eagle, Dennis (DEQ) 
Subject: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 


Good morning, Jeff, hope you're doing well. 


We have a site that was a former secondary aluminum processor called Alreco Metals, Site ID 11000336 (aka Tobian 
Metals, aka Ace Companies, aka Harbor Light Metals), 900 Alreco Drive, Benton Harbor, Berrien County. Tax records 
indicate the current property owner is the Reid Group, LLC, P.O. Box 8711, Grand Rapids,. Ml 49518. Our understanding 
is the company has either gone through or is going through bankruptcy, and recently someone has been 
salvaging/demolishing the building. A recent site visit by one of our Air Quality Division staff documented the current 
state ofthe building and confirmed large piles of gray aluminum dross now exposed to the elements and the 
environment (attached). The site is immediately adjacent to wetlands and approximately 200 feet from the Paw Paw 
River (Google link below). Given the potential nature of dross (Alcoa link below), we're understandably concerned. 


We're still gathering information on the situation and haven't been in contact with a company representative, but I 
thought I'd contact you to see if this is something EPA might take a look at. 


Thanks very much, and let me know if you've got questions or need additional information. 


Frank 
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Frank Ballo, District Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025 


Phone: 269-567-3531 
Fax: 269-567-9440 
Email: ballof@michiqan.gov 


https://maps.google.com/maps?q=900+alreco+drive,+benton+harbor+mi&hl=en&geocode=+&hnear=900+Aireco+Rd,+B 
enton+Harbor,+Michigan+49022&t=h&z=16 


http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/environment/msds view.asp?LoadMSDS=184498 
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7953 ADOBE ROAD   KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49009 -5026 


www.michigan.gov/dnre   (269) 567-3500 


 
 
 April 22, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Wayne Perry 
Harbor Light Metals, LLC, part of Ace Company, LLC 
900 Alreco Road 
Benton Harbor, Michigan  49023      
  
Dear Mr. Perry: 
 
SUBJECT: Storm Water Industrial/Commercial Inspection 
 Certificate of Coverage No. MIS310576 
 Designated Name:  Ace Co LLC – Berrien County  
 
On April 12, 2010, staff of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE), Water 
Bureau (WB) conducted a Storm Water Industrial/Commercial Inspection at the Ace Company, 
LLC, located in Berrien County at 900 Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Michigan.  The purpose of the 
inspection was to evaluate the facility’s compliance with Part 31, Water Resources Protection, of 
the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA) 
and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Certificate of Coverage 
No. MIS310576 issued on June 10, 2008, effective June 10, 2008. 
 
Mr. Dave Norris, representing Harbor Light Metals, and Mr. Robert Spagnoli, representing the 
DNRE, participated in the inspection, which included an interview, records review, and site 
inspection.  Ace Company, LLC, owner of Harbor Light Metals, LLC, recovers and refines 
aluminum (and other metals), producing aluminum alloy products meeting specific customer 
specifications.  
 
The following items were identified and discussed during our inspection.  A copy of the Post 
Inspection Report, containing additional information, is enclosed.   
 
1. Harbor Light Metals was unable to produce the most recent version of your Storm Water 


Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and associated documents such as inspections and 
annual reviews.  It will be necessary to write a new SWPPP if the existing plan cannot be 
located.  An excellent starting template is available at “Michigan.gov.”  Search for “SWPPP” 
and down load the DOC (Microsoft Word) version.  I would be happy to assist you with any 
drafts, reviews, or revisions. 


 
2. The site map portion of the SWPPP must be reproduced.  Staff will concurrently, with this 


letter, e-mail you the links to the General Permit covering your particular COC.  Please 
download it and keep it with your new SWPPP.  Paragraph I.C.1.a covers the important basic 
needs of the map. 


 
3. Harbor Light Metals has uncovered dumpsters containing process byproducts and other 


wastes.  These dumpsters must be covered with a tarp, under a roof, moved indoors, or 
replaced by dumpsters with lids.   







Mr. Wayne Perry 
Page 2 
April 22, 2010 
 
 
4. During the visit, two spills were in evidence.  One had occurred earlier, near the scale, where 


spilled oil was being soaked up with a white powder (lime?) because of having run out of oil 
absorbent.  The other spill was fuel from a piece of equipment with a broken fuel line that had 
not been cleaned up or contained.  It is necessary to keep sufficient spill management 
materials available at locations where it is handy.  Typically, good locations are inside, but 
near doorways or liquid storage areas. 


 
5. Harbor Light Metals does not currently have a certified storm water operator.  You have signed 


up to take the training and exam here in Kalamazoo on May 12, 2010.  If you pass the exam, 
no further action on the part of Ace Company is required.  


 
Thank you for your cooperation in these matters.  Please respond to Items 1 through 4 by 
May 28, 2010.  If you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, or would like to meet 
to discuss it, please contact me at the number listed below.  I would be pleased to assist you in 
getting started and reviewing documents at any stage of the revisions.  Thank you for doing your 
part in helping to keep Michigan’s waters clean. 
 


Sincerely, 
       
       
       
Robert A. Spagnoli 
Senior Environmental Employee 
Kalamazoo District Office 
Water Bureau 
269-567-3628, 269-567-9440 (fax) 
spagnolir@michigan.gov 


 
ras/dmm 
 
Enclosure 
cc/enc:  Mr. Dave Norris, Harbor Light Metals, LLC 
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Ace Co LLC 


Storm Water Industrial/Commercial Inspection 


 Inspection ID: 41627 


FACILITY INFORMATION 


 
Facility Name:  Ace Co LLC Permit Reviewed Permit No.:  MIS310576 


Facility Address:    
900 Alreco Road 


Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022      


Issued:  6/10/2008 


Effective:  6/10/2008 


Expires:  4/1/2013       App. Due:  10/3/2012 
Facility Phone:   


Facility Contact:    Certified Operator:  


Facility Contact Phone:   Certified Operator Phone:  


Primary Industry:    
 


INSPECTION INFORMATION 


 


Insp Start Date  Insp End Date  Transmittal Date 


04/12/10 04/12/10 4/22  


 


DNRE Inspector(s)   Workgroup 
Robert A. Spagnoli Kalamazoo 


 


Inspection Contact(s) 


Name     Working Title   Phone Number   


Dave Norris    


 


Inspection Summary/Notes 


 


Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) records are missing.  Numerous exposures to storm water.  Open 


dumpsters are on site.  Ace Company, LLC is the umbrella company; Harbor Light is this site in Berrien County  


 


AREAS EVALUATED Comment 


 


PERMIT REVIEW Satisfactory 


Permit is current.  Site qualifies for permit with appropriate discharge and exposure parameters.  GPS location is 


correct. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


SWPPP Un-Satisfactory 


Documents could not be found.  Former contact has left company and office records were cleaned out.  Documents 


may yet turn up.  The site map secured during inspection lacks important details such as catch basin locations and 


connections. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


STRUCTURAL CONTROLS Marginal 


Building is in disrepair.  Significant areas of roof are very porous.  It appears that water entering inside winds up in 


various equipment wells.  (The equipment has been removed.) 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  







DNRE-WATER BUREAU 


POST INSPECTION REPORT 


Page 2 of 2 


NON-STRUCTURAL CONTROLS Marginal 


Records are lacking.  Maintenance appears satisfactory. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


CERTIFIED OPERATOR Satisfactory 


Wayne Perry of Harbor Light Metals (wperry@harborlightmetals.com), 269-519-3235, has signed up for the 


May 12, 2010, exam in Kalamazoo. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


CONTAINMENT AREA Not Applicable 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


EXPOSURE Un-Satisfactory 


The site has numerous piles of scrap outdoors.  Dumpsters are uncovered. 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION   Not Evaluated 


__________________________________________________________________________________________,  


PIPP Not Evaluated 


__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


FOLLOW-UP ACTION 


 
Item ID Item Name Due Date Received Date Approved Date Locked Item Type 
 


3723 


 


Respond to Letter 


 


05/28/10 


 


 


 


 


 


N 


 


Inspection 


 


Comments 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Completed by_____________________________________   Date_____________________ 


  R. Spagnoli       4/13/2010  





		mdeq_referral_part 1

		mdeq_referral_part 2

		mdeq_referral_part 3

		mdeq_referral_part 4

		mdeq_site_history





In follow-up to our discussion last Thursday and the below, can you please provide:
 

·         The complete Baseline Environmental Assessment, submitted by AARES dated May 27,
 1997.  The copy provided was missing a number of pages and the enclosures.

·         From Attachment 2 to EPA’s Action Memorandum, complete copies of the following
 Administrative Record numbers:

o   10 - 3/31/14 - MDEQ Initial Referral Email Chain, 28 pages
o   12 - 4/17/14 - Letter re Violation Notice re 900 Alreco Property
o   13 - 6/9/14 - Site Assessment Report for the Alreco Metals Site, 1111 pages.  The copy

 provided was incomplete.
o   15 - 7/14/14 - Letter re US EPA Request to Identify ARARs for the Alreco Site
o   16 - 7/14/14 - Letter re: ARARs identified by MDEQ

 
Thanks,
Dawn
 

From: Peaceman, Karen [mailto:Peaceman.Karen@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2014 5:24 PM
To: Monsen, Dawn M.; Harvey, Sanford W. (EXTERNAL)
Cc: Nightingale, Elizabeth; McIntyre, Cheryl
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan
 
Dawn,
 
I pushed “send” too quickly.  Here are some more files.  Let’s touch base after you have had a
 chance to review these documents.  We can talk through what additional information you are
 interested in. 
 
Karen L. Peaceman
Associate Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Blvd., Mail Code C-14J
Chicago, IL 60604
312-353-5751
 

From: Peaceman, Karen 
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2014 11:43 AM
To: 'Monsen, Dawn M.'; Harvey, Sanford W. (EXTERNAL)
Cc: Nightingale, Elizabeth; McIntyre, Cheryl
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan
 
Dawn,
 
How about 3 pm CST?  Thanks.
 
Karen L. Peaceman

mailto:Peaceman.Karen@epa.gov


Associate Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Blvd., Mail Code C-14J
Chicago, IL 60604
312-353-5751
 

From: Monsen, Dawn M. [mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2014 9:12 AM
To: Peaceman, Karen; Harvey, Sanford W. (EXTERNAL)
Cc: Nightingale, Elizabeth; McIntyre, Cheryl
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan
 
Karen,
 
Thank you.  Yes, I am available today after 1:00 pm EDT.  Please let me know what time would work
 for you, and I can call you then.
 
Thanks,
Dawn
 

From: Peaceman, Karen [mailto:Peaceman.Karen@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2014 4:18 PM
To: Monsen, Dawn M.; Harvey, Sanford W. (EXTERNAL)
Cc: Nightingale, Elizabeth; McIntyre, Cheryl
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan
 
Dawn and Sanford,
 
Attached please find the Action Memorandum in the Alreco Metals as I promised.  This was finalized
 last Friday and I only just received the scan of the final.  I have the copy of the FOIA request you
 provided in your August 11, 2014 letter, but I have not yet seen the FOIA routed internally at EPA. 
 
I would like to see if we can find a time to discuss this matter further so that we can expedite getting
 releasable, appropriate information  to you.  Is there a time tomorrow that would work?   
 
Karen L. Peaceman
Associate Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Blvd., Mail Code C-14J
Chicago, IL 60604
312-353-5751
 

From: Monsen, Dawn M. [mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2014 4:41 PM
To: Peaceman, Karen
Subject: Alreco Metals Site, Benton Harbor, Michigan

mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com
mailto:Peaceman.Karen@epa.gov
mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com


 
Karen,
 
Please see the attached letter on behalf of Reynolds Metals Company in relation to the above site,
 which is being sent to Cheryl McIntyre via overnight mail.
 
Regards,
Dawn
 

Dawn M. Monsen, Esq.
K&L Gates LLP
One Newark Center, 10th Floor
Newark, New Jersey 07102
Phone: +1.973.848.4148
Fax: +1.973.848.4001
dawn.monsen@klgates.com
www.klgates.com
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information from the law firm of K&L Gates LLP.  The contents may be privileged and
 confidential and are intended for the use of the intended addressee(s) only.  If you are not an intended addressee, note that
 any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in
 error, please contact me at dawn.monsen@klgates.com.
 

mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com
http://www.klgates.com/
mailto:dawn.monsen@klgates.com


UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

9311 GROH ROAD 
GROSSE ILE, MI  48138 

 
 
 
July 7, 2014 

 

Michael Baranoski 

Environmental Quality Analyst 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

Remediation Division 

Kalamazoo District Office 

7953 Adobe Road 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 

 

Mr. Baranoski: 

 

This letter requests that the Michigan department of Environmental Quality identify all Applicable, 

Relevant, and Appropriate Requirements (ARARs) for a proposed removal action to take place at 

the Alreco metals site (site) located at 900 Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Berrien County, MI 

49022.  Any State ARARs identified in a timely manner for this removal action will be complied 

with to the extent practicable. 

 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to fund a time-critical 

removal action to remove hazardous substances from the site.  Laboratory analysis of samples 

collected during the site investigation indicates that hazardous substances exist at the site in an 

uncontrolled manner. Upon approval of an Action Memorandum, EPA plans to characterize, 

consolidate and properly dispose of these wastes.   

 

Federal ARARs for this site primarily include the provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental 

Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) 101 (14), CERCLA 121 (d)(3), 40 CFR 

262.11, 40 CFR 300.440, and 40 CFR 300.415 (2). Some of the wastes being dealt with are RCRA 

characteristic wastes, and they will be handled accordingly.  Wastes will be transported to and 

disposed of at an acceptable treatment, storage, and disposal facility pursuant to the EPA Off-Site 

Rule. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this request, or require more detailed information concerning 

the site, please contact me at (734) 770-8402.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Betsy Nightingale 

U.S. EPA, On-Scene Coordinator 

 

cc: File 













Nightingale, Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Ballo, Frank (DEQ) [BALLOF@michigan.gov] 
Monday, March 31,201410:07 AM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Clements, Mindy; Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Bennett, Bree (DEQ) 
RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Thanks, Betsy. The company is no longer operating on the property, so our previous contact information no longer 
works. We have an old cell phone number for the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, of 616-299-8904. I've called the 
number and left messages, but haven't received a call back. Mike Baranoski (269-567-3524, baranoskim@michigan.gov) 
is our project manager for this. 

At this point we'd like to refer it to EPA. Give Mike a call to see to see if the two of you can schedule a site visit, and in 
the interim we'll see if we can glean any additional information on the company/principal. 

Thanks again, and contact Mike or me if you have any questions. 

--Frank 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:46 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Clements, Mindy 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Hi Frank, 

We can absolutely take a look at it. Is it at the point where you would like to refer it to EPA, and have us do an 
assessment, or are you still looking into options? I'm in Ohio this week, but will be around some of next week and the 
following week if you would like to schedule a site visit. 

Do you happen to have a phone number for the current owner or their attorney? 

My cell is 734-770-8402. 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 4:16 PM 
To: Clements, Mindy; Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
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Cc: Edwards, Tricia; Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: Fw: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Thanks Frank, as much as I'd love to do another site right now, I won't get any assigned to me until EPA is done 

at the Enbridge site in Marshall and Kalamazoo, hopefully this fall. I am forwarding this to my supervisor so she 

can assign it and cc'in a couple coworkers who I know don't have as many sites as others in our office. Thanks 

and feel free to call me or Mindy with questions. 

Thanks for the referral. 

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network. 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) <BALLOF@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Cc: Wagner, Robert (DEQ); Erickson, Susan (DEQ); Eagle, Dennis (DEQ) 
Subject: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Good morning, Jeff, hope you're doing well. 

We have a site that was a former secondary aluminum processor called Alreco Metals, Site ID 11000336 (aka Tobian 
Metals, aka Ace Companies, aka Harbor Light Metals), 900 Alreco Drive, Benton Harbor, Berrien County. Tax records 
indicate the current property owner is the Reid Group, LLC, P.O. Box 8711, Grand Rapids, Ml 49518. Our understanding 
is the company has either gone through or is going through bankruptcy, and recently someone has been 
salvaging/demolishing the building. A recent site visit by one of our Air Quality Division staff documented the current 
state of the building and confirmed large piles of gray aluminum dross now exposed to the elements and the 
environment (attached). The site is immediately adjacent to wetlands and approximately 200 feet from the Paw Paw 
River (Google link below). Given the potential nature of dross (Alcoa link below), we're understandably concerned. 

We're still gathering information on the situation and haven't been in contact with a company representative, but I 
thought I'd contact you to see if this is something EPA might take a look at. 

Thanks very much, and let me know if you've got questions or need additional information. 

Frank 

Frank Ballo, District Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025 

Phone: 269-567-3531 
Fax: 269-567-9440 
Email: bal/of@michiqan.gov 

https:Umaps.google.com/maps?q-900+alreco+drive.+benton+harbor+mi&hl=en&geocode=+&hnear=900+Aireco+Rd,+B 
enton+Harbor.+Michigan+49022&t=h&z=16 

http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/environment/msds view.asp?LoadMSDS=184498 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 

Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Monday, March 31, 2014 12:04 PM 

To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian 

Metals, Alreco Metals) 
Attachments: Aco Co LLC Post-Inspection Repor\_163577 _v1.doc; Ace Co LLC Compliance 

Communication_163584_v2.doc 

.J{i 'Eflzahetli, :frank 'Ba[[o just yut me in contact witli tlie yroyerty 
owner. .J{e c{aims lie wi[[ acfcfress tlie dYoss on site ana I y[an on 
meeting liim on site tomorrow to dlscuss liis intentions. I wi[[ get 
contact information from liim wlien I meet liim, ana lioyefu[[y liis 
intentions to cfean uy tliis mess wi[[ he acceytaiJ[e. I wi[[ fet you know 
wliat I fine{ out. 

'Best regardS ana we ayyreciate you quick rey[y to tliis. VVe were not 
sure tliat we cou[c{ fincf a contact for tliis site. I y[an to use a yotentia[ 
'ET .Jl resyonse ana cost recovery as a fever to encourage a rayicf 
resyonse IJy tlie yroyerty owner. 

:Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX {269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:44 AM 
To: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Cc: 'Hohm, Janelle (DEQ)' 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling {Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

.J{i :Matt, I syoke witli :Mr. 'Reic[, tlie yroyerty owner tliis morning ana 
y[an to meet liim on site tomorrow. .J{e state a tliat tlie IJui[dlng fiac{ 
co[[aysecf (lienee tlie cfemofltion you saw) ana tliat lie tliinks lie can liave 
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tfie dross recydecf, but fie needS to make arrangements to fiau[ tfiis stuff 
and bring equiyment to tfie site. 

J{e y[ans to coYer tfie dross witfi tarys to yreyent it from becoming 
airborne and to yre11ent rainwater from soaking it. 'Do you see any 
yrohfems witfi tfiis in tfie sfiort term? Tfianks mucfi, :Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:32 AM 
To: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ); Deskins, Matthew (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

We received a call back from the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, and Mike Baranoski scheduled a meeting with 
him at the site tomorrow. Mike, note the WRD issues below and attached. This may end up being a multi-media 
response, Mike will be following up with the other divisions. We still have EPA in our back pocket if Reid cannot/will not 
mount a timely response. 

From: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:22 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

I am looking through the file and records in NMS to try to figure out if the site has storm sewers. The common theme 
among all of the inspection reports is that "the facility site map needs to include more detail regarding the storm water 
flow throughout the site and the outfalls which will receive storm water from various areas of the site." 

There was definitely a discharge from the site to waters ofthe state. In 2007, the certified operator responded (to Steve 
Lewis' letter) that he was amending the facility site map, with a date of completion of May 18, 2007. It looks like this 
revised map was never submitted to DEQ. When the site was inspected again by Bob Spagnoli in 2010, the certified 
operator had left, and all of the files were gone. 

There is a map in DEQ's file, which does not include catch basins or storm water flows. There are some hand markings, 
which appear to be Bob's. I'm giving the file to Bob, and hopefully he can shed some light on this. There were exposure 
issues at the time of Bob's inspection, and a letter and report were sent. The company never responded. I will forward 
those documents in a separate e-mail, directly from NMS. 
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The industrial storm water permit expired on Aprill, 2013. I called the company last year to follow up, and the call did 
not go through. Since it appeared the facility had ceased operations and would therefore no longer need an ISW permit, 
DEQ had not followed up further. 

From the photos, this looks like an urgent situation. DEQ should have followed up further back in 2010, although at that 
point the worst issues were inside the buildings (which were already in disrepair), not the outside exposures to storm 
waters. I remember Bob showing me the photos and discussing this with me, but I can't remember what happened 
afterwards (e.g. if we informed someone in Waste or RRD). 

Photos from inspections are in NMS, designated name is Ace Co LLC. 

Janelle Hohm 
Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
269-567-3581 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 9:04AM 
To: Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 
Importance: High 

Good morning, WRD! I'm wondering if you know whether this facility, which looks like it's immediately adjacent to 
wetlands and about 200 feet from the Paw Paw River, has storm sewer(s)? 

From: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:41AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Venechuk, Katie (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ) 
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Cc: Douglas, Mary (DEQ) 
Subject: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals) 

Hi Everyone, 

I was out in the field yesterday and went by an old facility of mine (Ace Companies d.b.a. Harbor Light Metals) 
that I use to inspect but has been closed since June of 2010. I noticed that someone has been doing building 
demolition and scrapping activities. The facility/location has always processed Secondary Aluminum and is 
located at 900 Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Berrien County and at one time was Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals, 
etc. I don't know the current ownership situation because they've been going through bankruptcy 
proceedings for a number of years but it was last owned by a man named Dorie Reid. No one was at the site 
during my visit but the neighbor across the road (Padnos Iron and Metal Recycling) said that Randy's Recycling 
had been recycling some material and that RJ Torching has been in there most recent. My main concern, 
besides potential asbestos notification issues, is all the leftover aluminum dross waste that is currently in 
concrete bins. By demolishing the building around them, the dross is now exposed to the elements which is 
why I wanted to make you guys aware of it. Frank and Mike, you may recall that Ace Companies received 
various brownfield monies/ grants to clean up the previous owners aluminum dross waste prior to them 
starting the plant up again. I think that was around 2005 and Prism was their consultant. I've attached some 
photos and please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks all. 

Matt Deskins 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Air Quality Division 
Ml Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
tel.: 269-567-3542; fax: 269-567-9440 
e-mail: deskinsm@michigan.gov 

DE iii Department of Environmental Qu~fif~k~-
'" c'if!&Ji!J 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Jfi 'Betsy, 

Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Tuesday, April 01, 2014 4:39 PM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian 
Metals, Alreco Metals) 
Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (11 ).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (2).JPG; Aleris 
Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (3).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (4).JPG; Aleris Benton 
Harbor 4-1-2014 (5).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (6).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 
4-1-2014 (7).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor4-1-2014 (8).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor4-1-2014 
(9).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (10).JPG 

I insyectec£ tlie site ana met witli tlie yroyerty owner, :Mr. R.eic£, tliis 
afternoon. :Mr. R.eic£ yroyoses to y{ace tarys over tlie asli yiCes (more asli 
tfian c£ross) after lie syecia{ orders tlie {arge tarys lie wi{{ neec£ 
(fioyefu{{y, 6-8 weeks?). J{e y{ans to remove tlie asfi Ey tlie enc£ of 
summer. Tliere are a variety of otfier issues associatec£ witfi tliis 
yroyerty. I liave attacliec£ a flnk. to some yictures taken at tfie site 
recent{y. 

I am going to discuss tfiis issue witfi tfie division suyervisors as tfiere are 
questions as to wfietlier :Mr. R.eic£ lias tlie resources to take care of tlie 
yroh{ems and resyonc£ to tliis yrofJCem in a time{y manner. 

I exyect tfiat 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 12:07 PM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

Ok- sounds good. Please just let me know if you need any help from us. 
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Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 12:04 PM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

3fi Efizaf:Jetli, :frank 'Ba{{o just yut me in contact witli tlie yroyerty 
owner. J{e c{aimslie wi{{ address tlie dross on site and I y{an on 
meeting liim on site tomorrow to discuss liis intentions. I wi{{ get 
contact information from liim wlien I meet liim, and lioyefu{{y liis 
intentions to cfean uy tliis mess wi{{ be acceytaf:J{e. I wi{{ {et you know 
wliat I find out. 

'Best regards and we ayyreciate you quick rey{y to tliis. We were not 
sure tliat we cou{d find a contact for tliis site. I y{an to use a yotentia{ 
'.EP 5I. resyonse and cost recovery as a fever to encourage a rayid 
resyonse f:Jy tlie yroyerty owner. 

:Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
l<alamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX {269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:44 AM 
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To: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Cc: 'Hohm, Janelle (DEQ)' 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

J-{i .Matt, I syoke witfi .Mr. 'Reid, tfie yroyerty owner tfiis morning and 
y{an to meet fiim on site tomorrow. J-{e stated tfiat tfie hui{ding fiad 
co{{aysed (lienee tfie demoution you saw) and tfiat fie tfiinks fie can fiaye 
tfie dross recyc(ed, hut fie needS to make arrangements to fiau{ tfiis stuff 
and bring equipment to tfie site. 

J-{e y{ans to coYer tfie dross witfi tarys to yreYent it from becoming 
airborne and to yreYent rainwater from soaking it. 'Do you see any 
yroh{ems witfi tfiis in tfie sfiort term? Tfianks mucfi, .Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Ado be Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269}567-3524 
FAX (269}567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:32 AM 
To: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ); Deskins, Matthew (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

We received a call back from the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, and Mike Baranoski scheduled a meeting with 
him at the site tomorrow. Mike, note the WRD issues below and attached. This may end up being a multi-media 
response, Mike will be following up with the other divisions. We still have EPA in our back pocket if Reid cannot/will not 
mount a timely response. 

From: Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:22 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ) 
Cc: Spagnoli, Robert (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 

I am looking through the file and records in NMS to try to figure out if the site has storm sewers. The common theme 
among all of the inspection reports is that "the facility site map needs to include more detail regarding the storm water 
flow throughout the site and the outfalls which will receive storm water from various areas of the site." 
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There was definitely a discharge from the site to waters ofthe state. In 2007, the certified operator responded (to Steve 
Lewis' letter) that he was amending the facility site map, with a date of completion of May 18, 2007. It looks like this 
revised map was never submitted to DEQ. When the site was inspected again by Bob Spagnoli in 2010, the certified 
operator had left, and all of the files were gone. 

There is a map in DEQ's file, which does not include catch basins or storm water flows. There are some hand markings, 
which appear to be Bob's. I'm giving the file to Bob, and hopefully he can shed some light on this. There were exposure 
issues at the time of Bob's inspection, and a letter and report were sent. The company never responded. I will forward 
those documents in a separate e-mail, directly from NMS. 

The industrial storm water permit expired on April1, 2013. I called the company last year to follow up, and the call did 
not go through. Since it appeared the facility had ceased operations and would therefore no longer need an ISW permit, 
DEQ had not followed up further. 

From the photos, this looks like an urgent situation. DEQ should have followed up further back in 2010, although at that 
point the worst issues were inside the buildings (which were already in disrepair), not the outside exposures to storm 
waters. I remember Bob showing me the photos and discussing this with me, but I can't remember what happened 
afterwards (e.g. if we informed someone in Waste or RRD). 

Photos from inspections are in NMS, designated name is Ace Co LLC. 

Janelle Hohm 
Water Resources Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009 
269-567-3581 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 9:04AM 
To: Jordan, Kameron (DEQ); Sanders, Jerrod (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: FW: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco 
Metals) 
Importance: High 

Good morning, WRD! I'm wondering if you know whether this facility, which looks like it's immediately adjacent to 
wetlands and about 200 feet from the Paw Paw River, has storm sewer(s)? 
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From: Deskins, Matthew (DEQ) 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:41AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Venechuk, Katie (DEQ); Sellers, Fred (DEQ) 
Cc: Douglas, Mary (DEQ) 
Subject: Berrien County Site Demolition and Recycling (Ace Companies formerly known Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals) 

Hi Everyone, 

I was out in the field yesterday and went by an old facility of mine (Ace Companies d.b.a. Harbor Light Metals) 
that I use to inspect but has been closed since June of 2010. I noticed that someone has been doing building 
demolition and scrapping activities. The facility/location has always processed Secondary Aluminum and is 
located at goo Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Berrien County and at one time was Tobian Metals, Alreco Metals, 
etc. I don't know the current ownership situation because they've been going through bankruptcy 
proceedings for a number of years but it was last owned by a man named Dorie Reid. No one was at the site 
during my visit but the neighbor across the road (Pad nos Iron and Metal Recycling) said that Randy's Recycling 
had been recycling some material and that RJ Torching has been in there most recent. My main concern, 
besides potential asbestos notification issues, is all the leftover aluminum dross waste that is currently in 
concrete bins. By demolishing the building around them, the dross is now exposed to the elements which is 
why I wanted to make you guys aware of it. Frank and Mike, you may recall that Ace Companies received 
various brownfield monies/ grants to clean up the previous owners aluminum dross waste prior to them 
starting the plant up again. I think that was around 2005 and Prism was their consultant. I've attached some 
photos and please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks all. 

Matt Deskins 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Air Quality Division 
Ml Department of Environmental Quality 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
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Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
tel.: 269-567-3542; fax: 269-567-9440 
e-mail: deskinsm@michigan.gov 

"¥"'\''~Y),'JP!ii ~ 

D £iii Department of Environmental ~u~iiJI. 
"'& J&Z-0'101!{""' 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Monday, April21, 2014 3:53PM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Heywood, David (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 
Alreco-Reid Gp Response Ltr.pdf; Alreco Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (1).JPG; Alreco Benton 
Harbor 4-1-2014 (2).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (11 ).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor 
4-1-2014 (4).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor4-1-2014 (?).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor4-1-2014 
(8).JPG; Alreco Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (1 O).JPG; Aleris Benton Harbor 4-1-2014 (2).JPG 

J.fi 'Betsy, attached is a coyy of tfie rey(y fetter we received from Mr. 
1Jorie Reid, tfie facifity owner, a(ong with some of tfie yictures I took. on 
a site inspection we dld at tfie beginning of tfie month. Mr. Reid 
yroyoses to attemyt to attain financing to conduct tfie deanuy of tfie 
asfi yifes (about a 200 X So feet area about 8 feet fiigfi), many Gags of 
Gag house waste stored in a crum&fing structure, and various drums, 
waste yifes and misce((aneous debris scattered across tfie yroyerty. Tfie 
site is adjacent to tfie f(oodj£ain of tfie Paw Paw 'River. 

Mr. 'Reid yro_poses to secure the asfi from becoming windborne with 
tarys (yet to Ge ordered) and to secure two of tfie many drains on tfie 
site. 'Because it is uncfear that Mr. 'Reid wi(( actua((y Ge aG(e to obtain 
financing to conduct cfeanuy Gy SeytemGer and if fie is unaG(e to do so, 
this waste wi(( remain in y(ace unti( at (east next year, I think. that a 
more time(y response is yroGaG(y warranted to address tfie waste store a 
fiere before it is either /J(own or washed onto tfie f(oodj£ain. 

I wou(d fik.e to invite you to conduct a site inspection and wou(d Ge 
fiayyy to meet you on site at your earfiest convenience. Contact 
information for tfie yroyerty owner is inc(uded Ge(ow. I ayyreciate 
your assistance in this matter. 'Best regardS, Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone {269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 

1 



Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:48 AM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: Alreco Metals 

Hi Mike, 

When would be a good time for you to schedule a site visit? Next week Monday and Tuesday are open for me. The 
following week M-W are best for me. 

I need to try and get a federal access agreement signed by the landowner- so I'll look into that too. If you do uncover 
any landowner contact info if you wouldn't mind forwarding that I'd appreciate it. 

Thanks! 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) [mailto:BALLOF@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 10:07 AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Cc: Clements, Mindy; Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Bennett, Bree (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Thanks, Betsy. The company is no longer operating on the property, so our previous contact information no longer 
works. We have an old cell phone number for the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, of 616-299-8904. I've called the 
number and left messages, but haven't received a call back. Mike Baranoski (269-567-3524, baranoskim@michigan.gov) 
is our project manager for this. 

At this point we'd like to refer it to EPA. Give Mike a call to see to see if the two of you can schedule a site visit, and in 
the interim we'll see if we can glean any additional information on the company/principal. 

Thanks again, and contact Mike or me if you have any questions. 

--Frank 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:46 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
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Cc: Clements, Mindy 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Hi Frank, 

We can absolutely take a look at it. Is it at the point where you would like to refer it to EPA, and have us do an 
assessment, or are you still looking into options? I'm in Ohio this week, but will be around some of next week and the 
following week if you would like to schedule a site visit. 

Do you happen to have a phone number for the current owner or their attorney? 

My cell is 734-770-8402. 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734·692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@lepa.gov 

From: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 4:16 PM 
To: Clements, Mindy; Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Edwards, Tricia; Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: Fw: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Thanks Frank, as much as I'd love to do another site right now, I won't get any assigned to me until EPA is done 

at the Enbridge site in Marshall and Kalamazoo, hopefully this fall. I am forwarding this to my supervisor so she 

can assign it and cc'in a couple coworkers who I know don't have as many sites as others in our office. Thanks 

and feel free to call me or Mindy with questions. 

Thanks for the referral. 

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G L TE network . 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) <BALLOF@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Cc: Wagner, Robert (DEQ); Erickson, Susan (DEQ); Eagle, Dennis (DEQ) 
Subject: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Good morning, Jeff, hope you're doing well. 

........................................................................... 

We have a site that was a former secondary aluminum processor called Alreco Metals, Site ID 11000336 (aka Tobian 
Metals, aka Ace Companies, aka Harbor Light Metals), 900 Alreco Drive, Benton Harbor, Berrien County. Tax records 
indicate the current property owner is the Reid Group, LLC, P.O. Box 8711, Grand Rapids, Ml 49518. Our understanding 
is the company has either gone through or is going through bankruptcy, and recently someone has been 
salvaging/demolishing the building. A recent site visit by one of our Air Quality Division staff documented the current 
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state of the building and confirmed large piles of gray aluminum dross now exposed to the elements and the 
environment (attached). The site is immediately adjacent to wetlands and approximately 200 feet from the Paw Paw 
River (Google link below). Given the potential nature of dross (Alcoa link below), we're understandably concerned. 

We're still gathering information on the situation and haven't been in contact with a company representative, but I 
thought I'd contact you to see if this is something EPA might take a look at. 

Thanks very much, and let me know if you've got questions or need additional information. 

Frank 

Frank Ballo, District Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025 

Phone: 269-567-3531 
Fax: 269-567-9440 
Email: ballof@michiqan.gov 

https:/(maps.google.com/maps?g-900+alreco+drive.+benton+harbor+mi&hl-en&geocode-+&hnear-900+Aireco+Rd.+B 
enton+Harbor.+Michigan+49022&t=h&z=16 

http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/environment/msds view.asp?LoadMSDS-184498 
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Nightingale, Elizabeth 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Tuesday, April22, 2014 2:41 PM 
Nightingale, Elizabeth 
RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 

J-fere is a fltt{e site liistory for you from tlie M1YEQ database: 

This site was an aluminum smelting facility from 1965 to 1981. Secondary (recycled) 
aluminum smelting was conducted on the property from 1981-2001. In 1981, the Berrien 
County Circuit Court issued a consent order for site cleanup. 

This plant was purchased by Reynolds Metals Company from Michigan Standard Alloys in 
1981. It was refurbished for the reclamation of aluminum for the die cast industry in 
1982 under the name ALRECO, a division of Reynolds Aluminum. 

In 1983 Alreco conducted the removal of large amounts of aluminum dross disposed of 
along the Paw Paw River and restored the banks as part of the court-ordered response. 
Response activities were completed by 1988. 

Tobian Metals acquired the property in 1997 and operated the smelter until2001. 

Several above ground petroleum storage tanks (250,000 gallon fuel oil, 2-500 gallon 
diesel, 1-500 gallongasoline) were reported as abandoned containers in 1999 as part of a 
BEA and the prospective owner was to abandon these tanks. A release of petroleum to 
site soils was reported. The tanks were not abandoned. 

An APC (approved partial closure) was approved for the site in 2001 in response to Part 
201 issues at the site. 

The Berrien County Brownfield Authority conducted a cleanup and due care response in 
2005 that included the removal of dross, bag house dust, and an oil-water separator and 
drains, abandoned containers, and contaminated soils. It also repaired/replaced concrete 
and asphalt in the manufacturing building in preparation for redevelopment by Ace 
Companies, LLC. 

Ace Companies, LLC (Harbor Light Metals) acquired the property and submitted a Notice 
of (contaminant) Migration as part of a BEA for the property in 2005. Permitting 
requirements of the AQD and WQD were not met by the owner between this time and 
2010. 
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Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 2:28 PM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 

Huh -Interesting. Thanks for the background. It'll be interesting to see what is out there. 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse !le, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michiqan.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 10:50 AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 

J{i Betsy, tliis materia{ was most{y asfi. Tfiere were "fja{es" of Gag fiouse 
dust stored in one Gui{dlng and exyosed Gags of wfiite yowaer outsic{e of 
anotfier Gui{dlng. Tfie yroyerty owner reyorted tfiat most of tfie dross 
fie generated was safvaged Gy scrayyers. Tfiere is quite a Git of &rick, 
concrete and iron mixed in tfie asfi. .A.yyarent{y, tfie furnaces were 
removed for scray vafue to sett{e tfie Gankruytcy. 

'Reyno{c{s .JJ..{uminum ( oyerating unaer tfie .A.{reco name) acquired tfie 
site in 1981 from Micfiigan Standard .A.{{oys and'Reyno{c{s dld a c{eanuy 
of tfie site in tfie 198o's tfiat induc{ed dross and otfier materia[ .A. new 
owner I oyer at or, To &ian MetaCs, re-contaminated tfie site after 1997 
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witli dross before tliey dedared bankruytcy in 2001. 'Tiiis was cfeaned 
uy using state brownfie{d funding for tlie yresent owner. 

So tlie site lias been deaned uy yrevious{y by 'Reyno{ds and tlie state 
brownfie{d autliority. Strike tliree is before us. 

'Best regards, :Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, M I 49009 
Phone (269}567-3524 
FAX (269}567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightinqale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 9:08AM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 

Hi Mike- Want to say 130 at the site this Thursday? I'll confirm with the landowner. Do you have a sense of how much 
dross is on site vs ash, or have any more info about their historical operations? Is the stuff from ALCOA (initial email 
below) what we are pretty sure is onsite? I just want to try and do our best to set ourselves up to sample it safely. 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michiqan.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 8:18AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Cc: Heywood, David (DEQ); Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 
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.Jfi 'Betsy, I am avai{a/J[e Thursday after 1300 .Jfrs. and wou{d he liayyy 
to meet you on site. 'We did not co{fect samyfes at tlie time I was out 
tliere as tlie materia{ reyorted{y stored tliere was dross instead of asli . 
.And fike tliis in.pection, we did it on rattier sliort notice. 

If Thursday afternoon does not work for you, I wi{{ he avai{a/J[e any 
day next week. 'Best regardS, :Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX (269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 4:31 PM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Cc: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Heywood, David (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 

Hi Mike -I just called Mr. Reid to request that he sign an EPA access agreement, and he said he would prefer to meet us 
on site. Would this Thursday work for DEQ for a site walk with him? I probably will need to come back again then 
afterwards to collect samples -I don't think I'll be able get that all arranged by Thursday -I can try though. Did DEQ 
ever collect any samples of the piles or any of the other waste/materials of concern? If you did, if you could forward the 
results of those too, I'd appreciate it. 

Thanks, 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734·770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) [mailto:BARANOSKIM@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 3:53 PM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
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Cc: Ballo, Frank (DEQ); Heywood, David (DEQ); Hohm, Janelle (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Alreco Metals, Request for Assistance 

J-fi Betsy, attached is a coyy of tfie reyfy fetter we received from :Mr. 
1Jorie 'Reid, tlie facifity owner, a[ong with some of the yictures I took on 
a site insyection we did at the beginning of the month. :Mr. 'Reid 
yroyoses to attemyt to attain financing to conduct the deanuy of the 
ash yi{es (a/Jout a 200 X So feet area about 8 feet high), many bags of 
/Jag house waste stand in a crum/Jang structure, and various dYums, 
waste yi[es and misce[[aneous de!Jris scattered across the yroyerty. The 
site is a4Jacent to tlie f[oodjp[ain of the 'Paw 'Paw 'River. 

:Mr. 'Reid yroyoses to secure the asfi from /Jecoming windborne with 
tarys (yet to /Je ordered) and to secure two of the many drains on the 
site. Because it is uncfear tliat :Mr. 'Reid wi[[ actua[[y be ab[e to obtain 
financing to conduct c[eanuy by Seytember and if lie is unab{e to do so, 
this waste wi{[ remain in y[ace unti[ at [east next year, I think that a 
more time{y resyonse is yrobab[y warranted to address the waste stored 
here /Jefore it is either b[own or washed onto the f[oodjp[ain. 

I wou[d ake to invite you to conduct a site inspection and wou[d be 
hayyy to meet you on site at your earaest convenience. Contact 
information for the yroyerty owner is inc[uded /Je[ow. I ayyreciate 
your assistance in this matter. Best regards, :Mike 

Michael Baranoski 
Environmental Quality Analyst 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 
Phone (269)567-3524 
FAX {269)567-9440 
Email: baranoskim@michigan.gov 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:niqhtingale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 11:48 AM 
To: Baranoski, Michael (DEQ) 
Subject: Alreco Metals 

Hi Mike, 
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When would be a good time for you to schedule a site visit? Next week Monday and Tuesday are open for me. The 
following week M-W are best for me. 

I need to try and get a federal access agreement signed by the landowner- so I'll look into that too. If you do uncover 
any landowner contact info if you wouldn't mind forwarding that I'd appreciate it. 

Thanks! 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) [mailto:BALLOF@michiqan.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 10:07 AM 
To: Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Cc: Clements, Mindy; Baranoski, Michael (DEQ); Bennett, Bree (DEQ) 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Thanks, Betsy. The company is no longer operating on the property, so our previous contact information no longer 
works. We have an old cell phone number for the principal of the company, Dorie Reid, of 616-299-8904. I've called the 
number and left messages, but haven't received a call back. Mike Baranoski (269-567-3524, baranoskim@michigan.gov) 
is our project manager for this. 

At this point we'd like to refer it to EPA. Give Mike a call to see to see ifthe two of you can schedule a site visit, and in 
the interim we'll see if we can glean any additional information on the company/principal. 

Thanks again, and contact Mike or me if you have any questions. 

--Frank 

From: Nightingale, Elizabeth [mailto:niqhtinqale.elizabeth@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 8:46 AM 
To: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Clements, Mindy 
Subject: RE: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Hi Frank, 

We can absolutely take a look at it. Is it at the point where you would like to refer it to EPA, and have us do an 
assessment, or are you still looking into options? I'm in Ohio this week, but will be around some of next week and the 
following week if you would like to schedule a site visit. 

Do you happen to have a phone number for the current owner or their attorney? 
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My cell is 734-770-8402. 

Betsy 

Betsy Nightingale 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
9311 Groh Road 
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

office: 734-692-7665 
cell: 734-770-8402 
fax: 734-692-7677 
email: nightingale.elizabeth@epa.gov 

From: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 4:16PM 
To: Clements, Mindy; Ballo, Frank (DEQ) 
Cc: Edwards, Tricia; Nightingale, Elizabeth 
Subject: Fw: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Thanks Frank, as much as I'd love to do another site right now, I won't get any assigned to me until EPA is done 

at the En bridge site in Marshall and Kalamazoo, hopefully this fall. I am forwarding this to my supervisor so she 

can assign it and cc'in a couple coworkers who I know don't have as many sites as others in our office. Thanks 

and feel free to call me or Mindy with questions. 

Thanks for the referral. 

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network. 

From: Ballo, Frank (DEQ) <BALLOF@michiqan.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Kimble, Jeffrey 
Cc: Wagner, Robert (DEQ); Erickson, Susan (DEQ); Eagle, Dennis (DEQ) 
Subject: Potential Site Candidate for EPA Time Critical Response 

Good morning, Jeff, hope you're doing well. 

We have a site that was a former secondary aluminum processor called Alreco Metals, Site ID 11000336 (aka Tobian 
Metals, aka Ace Companies, aka Harbor Light Metals), 900 Alreco Drive, Benton Harbor, Berrien County. Tax records 
indicate the current property owner is the Reid Group, LLC, P.O. Box 8711, Grand Rapids,. Ml 49518. Our understanding 
is the company has either gone through or is going through bankruptcy, and recently someone has been 
salvaging/demolishing the building. A recent site visit by one of our Air Quality Division staff documented the current 
state ofthe building and confirmed large piles of gray aluminum dross now exposed to the elements and the 
environment (attached). The site is immediately adjacent to wetlands and approximately 200 feet from the Paw Paw 
River (Google link below). Given the potential nature of dross (Alcoa link below), we're understandably concerned. 

We're still gathering information on the situation and haven't been in contact with a company representative, but I 
thought I'd contact you to see if this is something EPA might take a look at. 

Thanks very much, and let me know if you've got questions or need additional information. 

Frank 
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Frank Ballo, District Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
Kalamazoo District Office 
7953 Adobe Road 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49009-5025 

Phone: 269-567-3531 
Fax: 269-567-9440 
Email: ballof@michiqan.gov 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=900+alreco+drive,+benton+harbor+mi&hl=en&geocode=+&hnear=900+Aireco+Rd,+B 
enton+Harbor,+Michigan+49022&t=h&z=16 

http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/environment/msds view.asp?LoadMSDS=184498 
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7953 ADOBE ROAD   KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49009 -5026 

www.michigan.gov/dnre   (269) 567-3500 

 
 
 April 22, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Wayne Perry 
Harbor Light Metals, LLC, part of Ace Company, LLC 
900 Alreco Road 
Benton Harbor, Michigan  49023      
  
Dear Mr. Perry: 
 
SUBJECT: Storm Water Industrial/Commercial Inspection 
 Certificate of Coverage No. MIS310576 
 Designated Name:  Ace Co LLC – Berrien County  
 
On April 12, 2010, staff of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE), Water 
Bureau (WB) conducted a Storm Water Industrial/Commercial Inspection at the Ace Company, 
LLC, located in Berrien County at 900 Alreco Road, Benton Harbor, Michigan.  The purpose of the 
inspection was to evaluate the facility’s compliance with Part 31, Water Resources Protection, of 
the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA) 
and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Certificate of Coverage 
No. MIS310576 issued on June 10, 2008, effective June 10, 2008. 
 
Mr. Dave Norris, representing Harbor Light Metals, and Mr. Robert Spagnoli, representing the 
DNRE, participated in the inspection, which included an interview, records review, and site 
inspection.  Ace Company, LLC, owner of Harbor Light Metals, LLC, recovers and refines 
aluminum (and other metals), producing aluminum alloy products meeting specific customer 
specifications.  
 
The following items were identified and discussed during our inspection.  A copy of the Post 
Inspection Report, containing additional information, is enclosed.   
 
1. Harbor Light Metals was unable to produce the most recent version of your Storm Water 

Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and associated documents such as inspections and 
annual reviews.  It will be necessary to write a new SWPPP if the existing plan cannot be 
located.  An excellent starting template is available at “Michigan.gov.”  Search for “SWPPP” 
and down load the DOC (Microsoft Word) version.  I would be happy to assist you with any 
drafts, reviews, or revisions. 

 
2. The site map portion of the SWPPP must be reproduced.  Staff will concurrently, with this 

letter, e-mail you the links to the General Permit covering your particular COC.  Please 
download it and keep it with your new SWPPP.  Paragraph I.C.1.a covers the important basic 
needs of the map. 

 
3. Harbor Light Metals has uncovered dumpsters containing process byproducts and other 

wastes.  These dumpsters must be covered with a tarp, under a roof, moved indoors, or 
replaced by dumpsters with lids.   
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4. During the visit, two spills were in evidence.  One had occurred earlier, near the scale, where 

spilled oil was being soaked up with a white powder (lime?) because of having run out of oil 
absorbent.  The other spill was fuel from a piece of equipment with a broken fuel line that had 
not been cleaned up or contained.  It is necessary to keep sufficient spill management 
materials available at locations where it is handy.  Typically, good locations are inside, but 
near doorways or liquid storage areas. 

 
5. Harbor Light Metals does not currently have a certified storm water operator.  You have signed 

up to take the training and exam here in Kalamazoo on May 12, 2010.  If you pass the exam, 
no further action on the part of Ace Company is required.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation in these matters.  Please respond to Items 1 through 4 by 
May 28, 2010.  If you have any questions or comments regarding this letter, or would like to meet 
to discuss it, please contact me at the number listed below.  I would be pleased to assist you in 
getting started and reviewing documents at any stage of the revisions.  Thank you for doing your 
part in helping to keep Michigan’s waters clean. 
 

Sincerely, 
       
       
       
Robert A. Spagnoli 
Senior Environmental Employee 
Kalamazoo District Office 
Water Bureau 
269-567-3628, 269-567-9440 (fax) 
spagnolir@michigan.gov 

 
ras/dmm 
 
Enclosure 
cc/enc:  Mr. Dave Norris, Harbor Light Metals, LLC 
 
 



DNRE-WATER BUREAU 

POST INSPECTION REPORT 
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Ace Co LLC 

Storm Water Industrial/Commercial Inspection 

 Inspection ID: 41627 

FACILITY INFORMATION 

 
Facility Name:  Ace Co LLC Permit Reviewed Permit No.:  MIS310576 

Facility Address:    
900 Alreco Road 

Benton Harbor, Michigan 49022      

Issued:  6/10/2008 

Effective:  6/10/2008 

Expires:  4/1/2013       App. Due:  10/3/2012 
Facility Phone:   

Facility Contact:    Certified Operator:  

Facility Contact Phone:   Certified Operator Phone:  

Primary Industry:    
 

INSPECTION INFORMATION 

 

Insp Start Date  Insp End Date  Transmittal Date 

04/12/10 04/12/10 4/22  

 

DNRE Inspector(s)   Workgroup 
Robert A. Spagnoli Kalamazoo 

 

Inspection Contact(s) 

Name     Working Title   Phone Number   

Dave Norris    

 

Inspection Summary/Notes 

 

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) records are missing.  Numerous exposures to storm water.  Open 

dumpsters are on site.  Ace Company, LLC is the umbrella company; Harbor Light is this site in Berrien County  

 

AREAS EVALUATED Comment 

 

PERMIT REVIEW Satisfactory 

Permit is current.  Site qualifies for permit with appropriate discharge and exposure parameters.  GPS location is 

correct. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

SWPPP Un-Satisfactory 

Documents could not be found.  Former contact has left company and office records were cleaned out.  Documents 

may yet turn up.  The site map secured during inspection lacks important details such as catch basin locations and 

connections. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

STRUCTURAL CONTROLS Marginal 

Building is in disrepair.  Significant areas of roof are very porous.  It appears that water entering inside winds up in 

various equipment wells.  (The equipment has been removed.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  



DNRE-WATER BUREAU 

POST INSPECTION REPORT 
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NON-STRUCTURAL CONTROLS Marginal 

Records are lacking.  Maintenance appears satisfactory. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

CERTIFIED OPERATOR Satisfactory 

Wayne Perry of Harbor Light Metals (wperry@harborlightmetals.com), 269-519-3235, has signed up for the 

May 12, 2010, exam in Kalamazoo. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

CONTAINMENT AREA Not Applicable 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

EXPOSURE Un-Satisfactory 

The site has numerous piles of scrap outdoors.  Dumpsters are uncovered. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION   Not Evaluated 

__________________________________________________________________________________________,  

PIPP Not Evaluated 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

 
Item ID Item Name Due Date Received Date Approved Date Locked Item Type 
 

3723 

 

Respond to Letter 

 

05/28/10 

 

 

 

 

 

N 

 

Inspection 

 

Comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Completed by_____________________________________   Date_____________________ 

  R. Spagnoli       4/13/2010  
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